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My. 
Special 
Places 
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Story by 

Liz Malbon 
Pictures by 

Hardid Mayo 



for my parents whose love makes a place special 



Elizabeth Ann 




J 




There I can go and sit or think or read 
EKLC 00237 



And I can be 

id 

ERIC 

MffliffilffilFfTll^iU 



what I want to be. 

oo•^3^ 



Do;ypu/tdo, have a special place 
that is your own — 
for you to do what you want to do — 



to make our space a home 
just right for our family. 
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Does your family too have a special place 

that is your home — 
where your family niay live its own way — 

00259 
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i 




ERIC 



ABOUT 



by Liz Malbon 
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Religion and Elementarv Social Studies Project 
The Florida State University 




Story fty 

^iz Malbon 

I 

Pictures by 
Harold Mayo* 
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things I see 



places I go 



I 
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111 I 



■ I 1 



ill il 
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And I have a way td be. 
I have a story and a way. 
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Every person is an "1' 

(though it may seem 
strange to me) 



And every "I" has a story 

and a way to be. 




Every person has 



I If some things about me ^ 

I and some things about you 
are the same 

then part of my sto/y ' 
is your story^oo, 
ancf-we share it — 
we two. 
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lf .<e things I do 

and some things you do 
are the sarVie 



1 




then part of my way 
is your way too, 

and we share it — 
we two. - 



lERiCl 



'If we two share with' t.wo 
^ then there are four. 




\Nho share in a story 



and share in a W^y. 



VVhen that happens 




it's a tradition. 



we say. 
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EXPERIMENTAL MATERIALS 
Not for general distribution 




The 5+ory of 
Baby's Birth 




The Birthday 
Celebra 






' } 



• A - 
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The story of Buddha's Too+h 



The Buddhisst Perahena 
Celebratio 




The Jewish Passover 



Celebraiion 




An Lqater 
Celebration 




A Thanksgiving 
Celebration 




• 1 



Each tradition has its own celebrations. 

Draw' an orange circle around the Buddhist celebration. 
Draw a green circle around the Christian celebration. 
Draw a blue circle around the Jewish celebration. 
Draw a red circle around the Airferican celebration. 




. My 

■ ERJC 



Celebrafion 



in my 
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LEVEL ONE FIELD TEST TEACHERS AND ADMINISTRATORS 
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Halton Board of Education 
Burlington, Ontario 
^Canada 



( 



00328 . 



" "One's education is not coilipllete without a 
study of comparative religion and its relation-^^= 
ship to the advancement of civilization .... 
Nothing we have said herfe indicates that such " 
study . . . *, when presentee objectively as 
part of a secular program ot' education, may not^ 
be effected consistent with the First Amendment." 

frora the majority opinion of the United . 
. States Supreme Court, 1963, Schempp Case ' * 

The religious dimension, or. religion in its varied secular and non-securar 
manifestations,, has to do with world view, a sense of rieality from which a , 
person and/or a community makes sense of life. This /perspective is reflected 
in life style, the way in which a person or a community moves, acts, and live 
Religious e^xperience ^is a significant dimension of life in all human societie 

The undeniable educational necessity for study about religion^in public 
education is recognized at the level of higher education. Moreover, a number 
of efforts have tl^een made at the secondary level. What is oftei)i overlooked, 
'however, is the impoverishment of elementary level education which igrro.res 
the study of religion. This omission was recognized in a 1972 report on the 
.treatment of minorities in elementary social' studies textbooks/. Among the 
criteria used by the conmittee of seven educators were the following: 

"Is the role of a variety of religious groups in our 'society , both 

past and present, included?" L :., 

, ' ' ' ' ' " / 

. "Is the legitimacy of a variety.of life styles acknowledged?" 



"In dealing with various matters, do the authors commit 'sins of 

omission'?" ' / 

/ • ■ • 

/ 

"Would the book tend to encourage a positive self-^ image?"* , 

, . ^ . / : " • 

The* rationale fpr the Religion in Elementary Social Studies Project affirms 
that the study of religion is the proper and necessary responsibility of the 
schools, even at the ear ly^ elementary level, and that its incorporation into 
the elementary program provides a mora holistic approach to social studies 
education. ' * /' , ^ . 

The child should 'receive a "cotnplete" education from 'his earliest entry 
into school. Le^jrning about significant areas .of our society cannot be 
niagically suspended until higher grade levels. ^The failure to provide 



* Early Elementary Social Studies : A Report iii Regards to Th^^ir Treatment 
- of Minorities (Lansing, Michigan; Michigan TD^partment of Educa1:ion, 1972) 



correct information and guided seiisitizing experiences in 'the area of 
religion" may result in the e^rly formation of stereotypes misconceptions, 
distrust, and prejudice. The RESS ■ program^in learning about religion Is 
non-de-nominational , non-prosely tilling , a)nrd academically responsible. The 
program develops a bruad cr 'p^tual fratnework, empathetic attitudes, and 
analytic skills at each chi..ctVs level of development for investigating 
varied world views, ^life styles, artd traditions. 

/ 

iHe'RESS prograni draws upon established research in determining content and 

tl-'jdology appropriate to the child's level of cognitive and mural :it.velopment . 
AL the elementary level, study about religion cbnt:j;ibutes to the development of 
:~»f!lt"Concep t as tlie child ai firms his own or his family \s world yle.w and life 
style, whether it is secular or non-secular. At the same time, learning about 
religion in the elementary school fosters attitudes of' empatihy and appreciation 
that are vital to the working out of equitable mutual accommodations in our 
multi-religious saciety. ■ . 

In this way religion in public education supports a- primary goal of elementary 
social stucTies — educating chil'dren to become thinking-feeling citizens whos,,e' 
juglgments V7ill be based on factual analysis, and sound reasoning, tempered with 
empathy and compassion. • 



GENERAL OBJECTIVES ' 

The purpose" of the RESS Project in its six levels is to develop the following 
main idea.s , main concepts, sensitivities, and reflective inquiry skills: 

A. Main Ideas ? 



1. The religious' dimension has to do with worldview and" lifestyle . 

2. Worldview is a sense of reality 'from which a person 'and/or a community 
nakes sense of life; this sense of reality is a belief about what is, and 
a commitment as .to what ought Uo be. 

■ r 

J. Lifestyle is the way "in which a person ''or a community moves, acts, and 
lives; lifestyle reflects worldview. 

4. The. religious dimension is manifested in J^oth religious and nonrellglous 
Tad it ions. * " 

q ■ _ - ■ 

5t- Religious traditions develop out of the interaction of the adherents 
with the ..sacred in time and space. 

^. A religious tradition is a pattern^of thinking, feeling, valuing, and 

acting preserved by a- community and manifested in symbols, events, ""persons, 
documents, artifacts, ri_tes, customs, beliefs, and ideas, 

7. Religious communication is symbolic; it points beyond itself. 

8. The religious dimension is universally manifest in human societies. 
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9. The religious dimension Is both a personal and a community experience. 

10. The rel^igious dimension and culture are mutually interdependent. 

,11. Religious experiences and expressions change over time. 

12. The study of the religious dimension and°of religious traditions is 
an integral part of the study of humankind. " » . ^ • 

B. Main - Concepts 

STORY [worldview, commitment] 

Religious Concepts 



WAY [lifestyle] 



Sacred Time 
" Sacred Space 

Sacred Literature 
Sacred Objects 
* Sacred Symbols 

Social Process C oncepts 

Diversity 
Interaction 
Change 
f Acculturation 

C. Sensitivities 



Myth Religious Traditions 

Hitual , ^ = Religious -Community 

Ceremony Religious Institutions 

Celebration Religious Adherents 

Religious Leaders * 



Developing self-concept ' 

'* ' 

1. feeling free to make appropriate references to and statements 
about her own** feelings , values, worldview, lifestyle, and - ^ > 
religious and/or secular' traditions 

2. living openly by the commitments which his worldview and life- 
style entail 

Developing empachy for others 

3. appreciating the diversity of worldviews and lifestyles in 
human societies 

4. supporting a person in his beliefs ^nd behavior which are unique 
to his secular or religious tradition 

5. considering the values of particular traditions which are involved 
in decisions people make 



Skills 



relating one's knowledge and personal experience to the learning 
situation 
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participating in a real experience through 
sense experience 
simulation 
V field trips 
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4. developing and testing concepts," generalizations, and 
interpretations by , i 

stating and checking hypotheses 
acquiring information through 
listening; 

viewing . - 

interpreting graphic materials 

reading 
, locating information 

organizing infprmatiou . ^ 

comparing and contrasting 
analyzing 'information 
.making associations 

5. attaining concepts 

6. attaining personal meaning of events and behaviors 

7. applying generalizations and interpretations to make judgments 

8. becoming sensitized through 

^ exploring feelings and values 
expressing feelings and values 
empathifing ' ' 

expToring implications and consequences ' 

9. working with others effectively 

social participation skills 

creativity and expressive communications skills 



LEVEL ONE: ORGANIZATrON OF CONTENT AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES 



MODULE ON STORY AND WAY* 
Encounters : ** 



MODULE* ON SACRED SPACE 
Encounters : 



MODULE ON SACRED TIME 
Encounters : 



1. 


Story 


1/ 


Personal Space 


1. 


Birthday 


2. 


Wonder 


2. 


Homes 


1. 


Perahera 


3. 


Way 


^ 3. 


Making a Home 


3. 


Passover 


4. 


Joy 


4. 


Diversity of "Homes 


4. 


Tradition 


5. 


Tradition 


5. 


Moving . ' 


5. 


Diversity of 












Traditions 


» 













*At this first level, the child explores three interrelated learning MODULES, each 
MODULE focusing on a particular area of inquiry about religious meaning and commit- 
ment. 

**Th« ENCOUNTERS withip a particular MODULE provide a series of sequential contacts 
between the child and the religious environment pf human societies. The potential 
of each ENCOUNTER depends upon the child's predispositions and prior learning. It 
is^ expected that the learning outcomes will differ for each child in relation to 
his individual perceptions. 
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THE RESS EVALUATION PROCESS 



The Religion in Elementary Social Studies Project set out to explore two 
major aspects of reiiglcn study in elementary school social studies curriculum. 
In our evaluatiofi we WcUitred to find out: 

* Can religion study be introduced into elementary school social 
studies programs in a way that would prove acceptable to 

a) diverse comiuimities ; 

b) prof ess iuna.l educators (classroom teachers and admini.^trator.s) ; 
and 

c) religion scholars? 

2. Can students learn about religion effectively within the context of 
elemeintary school social studies curriculum consistent with 

a) the diverse needs, concerns, and developmental levels nf elementary 
achool students; and 

b) the extant goals of social education .and emerging instructional 
methods defined as the "new*' 36cial studies? 

Our evaluation process reflected these two broad questions, .First, we 
were concerned with an Evaluation f or Program Implementation .which sought 
answers — however tentative — to questions concerning; Will schools elect to 
teach about religion? Will administrators, teachers, and communities be 
receptive? Will educators perceive religion study as another important aspect 
of social education? .Wi^ll they accept a religion* study based upon more than 
mastering facts about religions, and be willing to employ teaching methods 
based upon inquiry and reflection? What kinds of services and materials are 
neede'd to encourage successful program implementation? 

Second, we were concerned with an Evaluation for Program Design and Revision 
' In this evaluation we needed information which would guide the development of a 
fcrnat and rationale for our program, and then, we sought critical feedback from 
classroom trials, teachers, religion scholars, etc, for a series of revisions 
in the teaching strategies .and s tudent materials . . 

The evaluation process involved each of the following stages: ' 

Formative Research . While writing the initial proposal for this curriculum 
project and for the first six months after our funding, the project staff . ^ 
interviewed religion scholars and educators interested in the study of religion 
in public elementary schools. Information from these interviews was supplemented 
by searches in current literature on 1) ^ppt^oaches to the academic study of 
religion, 2) religion in public schools, 3) developmental educational psychology, 
and 4) current curriculum and instructional models. . As our project's goals 
and format, took initial shape, a consultation was held with religion schola-rs 
frcr. across the continent. The staff inte^rviewed experienced teachers and 
administrators for their responses and suggestions, "Copies of the initial 
rationale and goals were circulated to community leaders expressing an interest 
— a procedure which has be^n followed throughout the Project's existence. 
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^ Classroom Trials . With a j^tatement of rationale, goals, and format, the 
project staff began writing instructional materials and teachers' guide« . 
As each draft of stude'nt lessons w.as prepared, classroom trials followed: 

■ 

a) Initia l Writing Stage — Each lesson was used with a small group 
of students or with one class by the author who used his/her 
observations to revise the lesson; 

^^^^-^^^ I ntensive Sta ge — Once the materials for an entire Level 
had been written, initially tested, and revised by the author, 
a .local teacher (independent of the project staff) used the 
materials. Video-tapes, teacher interviews, and student 
.products (art, activity sheets, etc.) were used to guide ^ 
revisions in the materials and guides; 

c) Extensive Stage — The revised sets of material on each Level were 
tested in six centers by experienced classroom teachers (Kembles- 
vilTe, Pennsylvania'; Orinda, California; Oakland, California; 

.Tallahassee; Florida, and Burlington, Ontario). Data was 
collected to guide revision by: 1) interviews with teachers, 
administrators, and students; 2) teachers* comments recorded 
daily in their Guides and in occasional correspondence; 3) 
reviews of student -products (activity sheets, art work, stories, 
etc.); and 4) observations of classroom interaction on brief 
visits to the schools. 

d) Scholarl y Reviews — While the. extensive tests <^ere conducted, 
samples of the revised materials were submitted for review by \ 
religion scholars and by others concerned about instructional 
materials in this subject area, and 

e) Summary of Findings Stage — This report is a summary of the 
findings, stressing revisions which seem neceasary — after 
stages "c" and 'M" above. ^ 

At** this, point, the project has conclusions about needed revision based upon; 
1) teacher- community acceptance of our materials, 2) teacher judgments on 
the Success of the program in their classrooms, 3) reviewers' judgments of 
the appropriateness of ,the materials, and 4) limited data on student learning. 
Based upon this experience., the project staff is seeking support for an 
intensive study of our program in the classroom under conditions which control 
for teacher competency factors and maximumize the diversity. of student abilities 
and needs within classrooms. We are especially interested in a closely 
monitored set of field trials with careful data collection" on the attainment 
of knowledge objectives (concepts and "main ideas") and our sensitivity 
objectives.^ Based upon such new information the staff would undertake a 
final revision of the materials and guides at each grade level. 

I EVALUATION FOR PROGRAM IMPLEMENTAlUON 

Data was collected for this phase of the evaluation by using interviews. 
First, the project staff intervi'ewed a number of administrators and other 
professional educators when designing the project's rationale and later in 
establishing field trial centers across the continent. Second, the staff 
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iatervleved teachort; and ndminisr.rnt.ors at school sites as the field teste were 
in progress. Fiuallv, the staff worked with, and interviewed, teachers and 
administrators at school district meetings and workshops and, occasionally, 
at professional rieetliigs. The results of these interviews were most revealing 
to the statf, bvt it i*^ ini^^rtant to note that the conclusions are not the 
result ot anv rfys ter.ati'^. survey procedures. 




The major implementation problem centers on the word "religion/' In 
discussions with administrators, the unl-'versal response was a wariness about 
teaching about religion in public schools. The degree of confusior. about the 
Supreme Court decisions of 1962 and 196,3 which affected the place of religion 
and religious activities is pervasive. Few ec'hool administrators seem aware 
that the Court banned the practice of religion but encouraged the study of 
religion. Also, upon suggesting that schools become involved in learning about 
religion, administrators and teachers, j^ecame wary- They are concerned about 
the motives and intentions of the persons who make the suggestion and the goals 
of any program whicii set'out to make> the suggestion 'a- reality . This response- 
is generally linked to a belief that religion^X^n public schools is a 
*' "ccntroversial area" and will arouse community questions and chnllonges-^an. 

iter, that most school administrators feel they have in adequate quantity nowl 
• _ * Underlying these areas of' concern is the perplexity about what learning about 
religion and teaching about religion will "look like" in public school class- 
rooms. Here images .are difuse but administrators and teachers tend to have 
trouble seeing teaching about ^religion as involving similar techniques, com»- 
: petencies, and materials as in teaching about other facets of human' behavior, 
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These same responses are present in our Canadian experience except that 
in the absence of any Supreme Court decisions administrators and teachers are 
er.erging from a state-sponsored curriculum area which involved religious 
instruction and from which many teachers are pleased to 'be disassociated. 
Such reactions were explicit and implicit in teacher reactloain during a brief- 
ing of a primary school curriculum task force until the rationale and' objectives 
vere set forth. The common response was an approval of those objectives and 
concerns. As the briefing continued, teachers shared their initial perceptions 
of religion study as set against their appreciation for the concepts and ,*-^ensl- 
tivities which constitute the RESS objectives and procedures. 

This- antedote in Canada is typical. Once administrators and teachers get 
beyond the abstract term "religion'* in discus&ions and in interviews to the 
project objectives and materials, their reservations tend to disappear and 
statements of support emerge. Almost every administrator who got into reading 
the rationale, the statement of objectives, and the materials suggested thi t the 
project ought to avoid confusion and resistence by dropping the term ^'religion." 
As did the teachers in Canada, .the administrators suggested that our objectives 
were ^.uperb humanities and social studies objectives and should be presented as 
such — wi^thout "religion.'* 

Teachers who used the Level 1 materials and school a'dministrators who super- 
•^'ised the field trials in their schools did not become embroiled in any critical 
cc.mTnunity reaction. Parents were informed of the field tests and visitors to 
classes saw the materials. In several cases, the trials were reported in PTA 
meetings and via school newsletters. In one case, a local newspaper carried a 
story. Persons in the community vho asked questions were supportive. Parents 
were accepting. 

The major project implementation difficulty is, and continues to be, confusion 
surrounding the term "religion" and all of the reservations and images which the 
term conjures up. Persons who get beyond the word to the rationale, objectives, 
and teaching materials are accepting and supportive. 
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Level I field test 
teachers -reported that 
thd PJ:SS materials, their 
content and objectives, 
related veil to the regu- 
lar social s^tudies curri- 
. culum. Teachers used 
the extending activities 
and almost every teacher 
added activities which 
.they normally did in 
another context (i.e., , 
Who am I? lessons, 
building terrarium 
guest speakers, etc.). ' 
:^)ne of the reasons the 
^classroom use of our 
materials took much 
longer than expected 

was the creative exten 

> 

\ aion of our materials 
by teachers who added 
their own activities within the format and objectives set forth by RESS. 
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,The teachers reported favorably on the match between the objectives and 
^^tivities in Level I and tijeir s tudents ' needs , . concerns , and real life 
experiences. StCiden^ts pould relate to the lessons and teachers further this 
aspect by adding extending activities beyoAd those provided. Teachers in 
Canada had . the s^ime e>q:)er ience , teyen though many' of ^the resour..:es suggested 
were unavailable in ^heir libraries. Teachers in rural comjnunities did not 
have the extensive diversity of religious expression as did urban schcoly and 
students ^did not have such experience, but that was not noted" as a major 
obstacle. Indeed, teachers used the diversity available as a springboard to 
heighten student awareness of the pluralistic nature of North America. 

v^ile thL> field test .schools were selected to ob^tain sites, in Ivner- city , 
schools, rural schools, and suburban schools, schools with homogeneous student 
populations and students with rich ethnic, racial, and religious diversity, and 
schools in the United, 'States and in Canada, there was not a -significant difference 
In te^acher judgments of iho materials and their impact upon student atr<iinitiejxt of 
our objectives. The approaches and materials related well to student experiences 
and teachers were skilled in helping to build such relationships. When differences 
did appear amorig the field trial sites (in teacher judgments and, student achieve- 
^ment), those differences seem better explained by difference in time available for 
\use of the materials and teacher competency factors, rather than to the differences 
i^n the location of the field trial site and the* chirdren involved. 



^ XTeachers reported that student motivation and interest was as high or higher 
•thanXthe usual topics and materials explored by classes.- They reported that 
stu,de\ts' attention and achievemen^t was equal to or exceeded their pe^rfdrmance 
on the vsual social studies content. 

Teachers were delighted that they could retain the materials, rioting that 
, they would use the materials in subsequent years^.^ In spme cases , -colleagues 
in the school had heard about the field test, expressed an interest, and wanted 
to trx out, some of the materials in their own classes. Each teacher said that 

she would recommend the use of the materials — i and the study of religions 

to colleagues . i * 

These comments from teachers who used the materials are most encouraging, 
especially .after the general and pervasive reactions to the term "religion" and 
to the thpught. of teaching about "religion" when simpTy discussing the idea with- 
out reference to instructional objective^ and matet;ials. Those wh© have done it 
— teach about religion— are positively disposed toward such instruction, see 
it as complementing the social ^ducation of their students, and find it non- 
' controversial in class and in tKeir communities. : " ^ 

II EVALUATION FOR PROGRAM REVISION ' 

ACTIVITIES BASIC TO THE ENCOUNTERS . Teachers reported that the children.^njoy^d = 
making books of their "Story and Way." Since the national field test was begun 
during the second half of the school year, several teachers found it appropriate 
to^have their students write stories to accompany their drawings. (Only '""drawings 
were suggested in thd teacher's guide.) The stories and drawings show a very 
good understanding of the main ideas and an internalization of the sensitivities 
in the objectives. t 

Role playing and socio--dramas were praised as ways of getting concepts across 
clearly to first-graders, and -as ways to develop the sensitivities specified • 
•in the objectives. ^ 

' • ■ -12- I ■ ■ ' . 
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The. read-along books were enjoyed — both ,the books themselves and the 
activity 'of "reading along." " 

Most teachers reported that the children enjoyed the slides and tapBs^ and 
tha't tht! children's recall of Information so presented ^»as good. However, 
two teacher suggested that more variety in the- narrators and in the picture 
st-yles was needed. 

'■ail teacher cotmented that 'there was not -enough variety in the format i^t the 
Module on Story and Way. Her students tired ^of seeing, slides and drawing 
pictures. One teacher felt that the Actxvity Books came too close together 
in use. * ... ^ ■ 

- 

Ore teacher commented that an exercise in sequencing pictures into proper 
chronological order was very difficult for her class to complete. Regarr^ing 
the same sorting task, none of the classes followed^ the RESS directions of 
cutting the pictures apart and then sequencing them. All numbere^d the pic- 
tures instead. ^ * 

. . . . ^ . 

When sorfew cards were used in another location, involving sorting them into 
two categories and putting them "into two envelopes, one teacher commented 
that the children enjoyed working with them. 



One teacher commented (in regard to a suggested Extending Activity for an 
Encounter that her class 'did not get to complete before the end of the school 
year) that it would .probably be difficult for first-graders to work with more 
than six sort cards at one time. 



Several teachers commented that 
an- Encounter contained too much 
material and too many activities 
to 'be covered at one time with 
a class. In several cases the 
teachers made, similar divisions * 
Qf the material into "one day's 
work" segments. Generally, the * 
modules took more class time 
than the RESS staff had pre- 
dicted. This was due, in part, 
to the teacliers' use of Ex- 
tending Activities, and questions 
and activities borne of tlieir 
use of communi ty resources and 
examples . 
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''Vrr.NPING I 'KI^ERIFNC UuS. Mnnv pf the Kxtencling ictlvities were Utilized by the 
1 ioU! tt^st teachers. . r 1 ' ' ^ 

Violated to an I'vr/'untor and printed in fujll in the teacher's guide 
-UH^rrd l:^sp^ciallv helpiul and enJoyabJe. However., several poems were marked 
bv the teachexs as being too difficult in vocabulary or too abstract for, 
1:irs^ grade children to understand and make a response. 

A. :iuiubur of suggested books were^read and teachers made frequent suggestions 
l or additional books relevant to the Encount'ers Howev^er^ some of the materials 
Tbooks, films, etc.) sn^<^^t?.sted for use in Extending Experiences were difficult 
or impossible to obtain in Canada. ' ' 

Simple recipes were.ytried to the delight of sevei:al classes. 

The activities of making "name chaias," collages, and student booklets 
were praised as being of interest to the children. 



MECIIAI^ICAL PROBLEMS . One class experienced difficulty in hearing and under- 
standing the tapes because the tape recorder in use in the classroom v/as too 
bmall and had to be turned to full volume, thus magnifying any white noise • 

Several teachers reported that stapling or taping (as suggested in the RESS 
directions for an activity) are not practical in*^ first grade classrooms and, 
that pasting would be more appropriate. 

i 

One teacher suggested that we include a prominent note to the teacher in the 
text of the teacher's guide at any point where a piece of material needs to 
be kept in the classroom for use in a later Encounter. 

One class became confused when an activity called for drawing pictures in the 
Activity Booklets in a prescribed way (leaving the backs of pages blank.) 
These directions, on the format for this activity must be changed. 




\ 



ERIC 



CONCLUSIONS , A system for designating (or suggesting) activities for able 
students, less able students, and more able students needs to be devised for 
the teacher's benefit. 

Many Encounters need tc be divided into suggested segments, appropriate- for 
CQmpletion at one tlr.e . 

The poems in the Exi:ending Experiences which have been marked as "too difficult" 
do seem to be genuinely too difficult and should be removed. 

Seme additional resources should be added, ospeclally using Canadian sources. 

The whole activity of the sequence cards concerning Bonnie moving could be 
dropped without a significant loss to the main point of the encounter on 
moving which is sacred space and Its re-establishment (not time), llils 
activity caused a lot of problems. 

When tapes are re-cut, some additional narrators must be used for variety and 
interest. Taping techniques must be" improved. 



Page in 
Teacher ^ s 
Guide 



181 




' [Responses and revision suggestions of the RESS 
staff are given in brackets.] 

We. found the material sensitive and sound. 

For the most part the following are 
minor suggestions: 

^There is mention of "horseradish and, tdothpicks ." 
Toothpicks have no(?) the tray. Ceritainly no 
religious significance. This word Should be 
removed. [Suggestion to be followed in revision.] 

-17-. 
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•You have separated into two words^ that which is one, 
Nishtanoh is one word. You may wish to use the 
pronunciation used in Israel and by more and more 
Jews in America today. Therefore, the translitera- 
tion for that sentence would .be "Mah Nishtanoh 
Halailah Hazeh?" [Correction to be madfe in revision.] 



Individual Teacher's Overall Comments 

The bibliography was not helpful given our library 
resources. Ther^ are many books, films, ^records, 
and filmstrips available which will fit- into the course*. 
Another year (assuming I will start earlier) I will 
strive to work up a bibliography for my use. [Full, 
revision will include expansion of suggested resources.] 

I wasn't happy with the pictures in the "Special Places" 
and "Special Times" activity books. They 'just weren't 
first grade pictures. 

Concepts were a little hard for first grade. 

As far as evaluation was concerned, I felt this 
group -had a greater understanding and willingness 
to accept differences than many p;icevious groups 
I have had. However, 'in addition' to RESS, I had 
pupils who fo3tered this — a Spanish-speaking 
Puerto Rican child, a little Chinese girl who spoke 
only Chinese, and two black children. 

I am happy to have been a part of this program and 
will use most' of it another year. 

The children really have enjoyed the project. The' 
parents have been interested and most pleased. 

\' 

We've gotten very interesVed and possibly spent too 
long on American Indian beMefs and traditions. 

We completed everything and included Memorial Day 
on our own. 

We've even gotten into weddings, baptisms, funerals, 
and such. 

There has been a "lot of learning, 

.V. 

In the beginning we intended to write our own st:ories 
and write about our favorite celebrations (changiitg^ 
the use of the pages in the Activity Books), but as \^ 
new students came in we gave up the^idea and ir^turned 
to the activities suggested. S 

The children especially enjoyed role-playing. 

Thank you for the opportunity to teach the unit. 

I'm planning to use it again next year and' start it 

in the Fall when we begin our first Social Studies Unit 

"Who Am I?" in the Man Develops Responsibilities Unit. 



00^5 



With ,the exception of some poems that were too difficult « 
and a very hard lesson on ordering of pictures, the pro- 
gram went very nicely. I think you haive a fine, motivating 
variety of activities for the children. 

[Some difficult poems and one picture sequencing exercise 
will be cut from the revised edition-] 

The encounters seem long and I've had to break them up 
into smaller sections. Listening, looking , discussing 
sessions can only go on 15 or 20 minutes with my, six ^ 
and seven year olds. 

[In the revised Level One Teacher's Guide more Encounters 
will be marked with vlotted lines suggesting shorter learn- 
'ing segments.] . 

I have listened to all of the tapes for Level One 
on two different cassette players. The problem . - 
seems to be particularly on the following, sections : 
Story, Wonder, Goold, Buddha's Tooth (worst), and 
Passover. Water Jar had some problems but was the 
best for the narrator of ail "the above. The narr^a- 
tor's ennunciation is fine and her voice is very 
pleasant for childrer ; however, it does not come 
through as sharp and clear. Some adjectives might 
be blurred, fuzzy, muffled. It seems as though she 
had the mike too close when recording. There is 
rather an effect of double or over-sound. The 
voices of the woman and man who did Rogelio and 
Adayod seem sharp and clear. There are some elements 
of fuzziness but they are generally better for com- 
manding attention and understanding when the sound 
is going out to a large group. I thdught they spoke 
a little tQo fast for the children's best comprehension. 
Another problem is that we must play the tapes at top 
volume. Ther'e is a certain amount of movement, noise, 
or whispering, etc . from 32 wiggly little ones — just 
sitting fn a group. On account of the number in class 
and the p^;iysical set-up there is a certain amount of 
fi-om the cassette. The fuzziness exists 
I volume scale, but at 10 where I must play 
[em is compour^ded. Very low, it's satisfactory, 
fts have shown some technical problems to be due 
to tapes and slides, some due to cassette tape players 
and slide projectors used in the classrooms. Revision 
will include seeking technical improvements in recording ^ 
slide reproduction and encouraging the use of high 
quality equipment in the classroom.] 

Could there be more variety in voices and picture styles 
used in stories? 




Activity books came too close together in time and the 
children lost interest in keeping the book for coloring. 
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The project staff has compiled a dozen pages of detailed comments 
by teachers on specific aspects of the student materir.ls and teachers' 
guides. Each comment is keyed to one or more suggest^id revisions. 
Pveaders would need a copy of the Level I guide and a set of the mater- 
ials in\order to comprehend this .Retailed set of suggested revisions. 
Due to tfie length of this compilation, copies have been made only , 
for our office files and for funding agency review. 
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